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T was not from a View of the peculiar excellence. 

of the following Diſcourſe that the Author has 
ant it abroad into the World, but merely to gratify 
the preſſing requeſt of a ſurviuing Widow. He 
| hopes that it contains nothing but what is confiſten | 
with the ſacred Oracles: and though. it may not 
entertain the cenſorious Critic, he will accompany it 
with his earneſt prayers, that the Lord may render 
the reading of it uſeful both to Saints and Sinners. 


the 


IS ALIAH XXXVIII. 1. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, Set ine Houſe in order; 


Jor thou Halt die, ond not live. wy 


E are often called to ! che truth 
of that apoſtolic ſentiment, that by one 
Man Sin entered into ine world, and Death by Sin ; 
and ſo Death paſſed upon all Men, for that all 


. have Sinned; (a) Our friends die apace, one» 


ſpeedily follows another, and very ſhortly it will 
be our turn to die. When we look round our 
places of religious Worſhip, we miſs one on the 


- right hand and another on the left; and it 1s 


natural to enquire, Where are they? the anſwer 

is ready, Tis ſolemn! *Tis. important! They 

are fo ne to their long homes, to the grave. 
0 


uſe, gene for: all n But what 
N. * 


a S 
a Romans 5. 18» 


12 * 


is become of their Souls! Important queſtion 
this indeed! we are aſſured from Seripture, 
_._ that at Death the Souls of Men are fixed in an 
unalterable and eternal ſtate. May this conſi- 
deration have a proper effect upon us all, and 
teach us the neceſſity of ſetting our Houſes in 
order; for the word of God declares, and con- 
ſtant obſervation convinces us that this is a dying 
World; and the decree is gone forth concerning 
every one of us; thou ſhalt die, and not live. 
Death is approaching very faſt to us all, and in 
a ſhort time our tate will be fixed for ever. 


2 


The beſt improvement we can make of the 
death of our friends, is to examine how matters 
ſtand with us; whether we are ready for the ſo- 
- Jemn ſummons whenever it may come. This is 
a queſtion of the utmoſt importance, as will 
appear by conſidering, that if we are not ready 
when Death is approaching us, we cannot bribe 
him to delay the execution, no, not a moment 
beyond the appointed time: he will not wait till 
we are ready, but we muſt go into eternity juſt 
as we are, with the guilt of all our Sins upon us; 
there to meet an angry Judge, there to hear an 
awful Sentence, and there to feel all thoſe Horrors 
and miſeries, which are beyond the power of 
language to deſcribe. On the other hand, the 
queſtion will appear no leſs important if we 
conſider, that being ready, Death meets us as a 
friend; his Sting is taken away, he comes to 
a bring us to our father's houſe, to throw open the 
celeſtial gates through which we enter under the 
dondudt of our exalted Redeemer, into the ever- 
.-* _ laſting joys of our Lord, This is a — 


E 


full of eneouragement and conſolation to al 


thoſe who bave taſted that the Lord is gracious, 
. The deſign of diſcourſes of this nature is 


not to paſs enconiums on the dead, (for they 


are generally fulſome and offenfive,) but to be- 
nefit the living who know that they muſt die. 
The beſt with I bave for you my friends, is, 
that the ſubjeQ on which we are now medi- 
tating, may be attended with the bleſſing of 
God, and excite you all to ſet your Houſes in 
order; as knowing that you ſhall die, and not 


liue. 


Theſe are the words of an inſpired: Prophet, 
to one of the moſt religious Kings that ever fil- 
led the throne of David. This meſſage from 
God was delivered to him at a time when be 
was ſeized with a mortal fickneſs, and in the 
near views of an eternal World. We find in 


the preceeding chapter that God had wonderful 


ly appeared for him and his e, in delivering 
hn from the threatened — ion of that 44-36. 
and haughty monarch, Sennacherib King of 
Aſſyria; by the deſtruction. of a vaſt multitude 
of his. Army in, one, night. But, this World 
is a World of continual trouble and. diſtreſs.; 
no ſooner are we out of one than we are often 
in another: and, like David, ſametimes find 
that deep, calleth unto deep. (b) Thus it was, with 
good Hezekiah. For in thoſe. days 72 Hezekial 
ſick unto Death, He was ſeized with Tuch a ſick- 
neſs as would have ſoon put a period to his 


exiſtence, had not God miraculouſly appeared 


for 
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E 
for him, and in mercy to his people reſtored him. 
While he was thus fick unto Death, God ſent 
_ - Ifaiah the Prophet, the fon of Amos to him, 

who in God's name delivered this ſtriking meſ- 
ſage: Thus ſaith the Lord, ſet thine | Houſe in 
order ; for thou ſhalt die, and not live. 


Some render it: Give orders concerning the 
affairs of thy family. Others: Give orders to 
thine houſe, to thy domeſtics, thy counſellors 
and courtiers what to do after thy death“. 


Theſe are undoubtedly juſt ideas; but I am 
inclined to think, the Prophet refers to ſome- + 
thing further than this, and the words may be 
conſidered as an exhortation to Hezekiah to 
examine his heart, and ſee if all be right there ; 
to pray 8 to God to prepare him for 
this great and ſolemn change; which to all hu- 
man appearance was ſo ſoon to take place. 


From the words I ſhall raiſe this obſervation, 
DZ. 

That Death is certain, and very near to us 
all; therefore it ſhould be our chief care and 
concern to be prepared for it.—I ſhall attempt 
to illuſtrate this obſervation, and to improve the 
ſolemn Providence which has led our meditati- 
ons to it; by calling your attention to the fol- 


lowing remarks grounded upon it. 
1. That ve are all Gin of dying. 
I 2. That 


E 
2. That we muſt all die in a very little time. 


3. That our principal care and concern ſhould 
be to be ready for the approach of Death. : 


A confideration of theſe remarks, will abs 
vay for ſome inferences by way of improvement. 


I. We are all certain of dying. 

There are many things reſpedting which we 
are at a great uncertainty: as for inſtance; it is 
uncertain whether we ſhall be rich or r: 
whether we ſhall be honourable or deſpiled in 
this World; whether we ſhall die young or live 
to be old; whether we ſhall have fickneſs or 
- health; whether we ſhall have the frowns or ca- 
reſſes of our fellow creatures. All theſe, toge- 
ther with a thouſand other things, are entirely 
uncertain. But one thing we know, one thing . 
we are certain of; and that is, thou Halt die, 
and not live. What man 1 he that liveth, and 

all not ſee death ? | ſhall he deliver his ſoul from 
415 — oof the . ef Phe ma en of 
Death will appear from the following conſidera« 
tions. | 


1. We are all Sinners, and therefore we muſt 
all die. Tis fin that is the procuring cauſe of 
all the troubles. of life: and tis fin that has 
brought death into. the World, and all our woe. 
The truth of this will appear, if we conſider in 
what reſpeQts we are Sinners, 

We 
s Plalm 89, 48. ws 


TY 


We are all finners in Adam; and the guilt of 


bis firſt fin expoſes us to death. Adam did not 


ſtand as a fingle perſon, but as the head and re- 


a 5 of all that ſhould deſcend from him 


y natural generation. Upon this principle we 
may account for the death of Infants, who are not 


capable of actual fin: they come into the World 
under the guilt of original ſin; and are as David 
ſays, Shapen in iniguity, and conceived in fin, (d) 


and therefore fubject to death. This ſentiment 


— 


of death annexed to it, See Ezek. 


is confirmed by St. Paul, who ſays, Death reigned 
From Adam to Moſes, even over them that had not 
 finned after the ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, (e) 


We are not only finners in Adam, but we have 


committed innumerable aQs of fin. What per- 
ſon is there that has arrived to years of maturity, 


but muſt confeſs that in many things ue offend 
all, () By nature we are all gone aſtray from 


God - and daily offend him, both in thought, 


word, and deed. Sin is as natural to man fince 
the fall, as-his daily food. Sin is the element in 


which he breathes. He rolls it under his tongue 
as a ſweet morſel, yea, he drinks miquity lile wa- 


ter, Job 15. 16.—Now every fin has the 


725 


18. 4.— 
Rom. 6. 23.— Therefore being ſinners in Adam, ö 
and by actual tranſgreſſion, we cannot wonder 
that the ſentence of death is denounced againſt, 
and executed upon all the human race. OW 


2. We have all of us the ſeeds of mortality in 
our natures, and therefore we muſt all die. 
When the great Creator of man pronounced the 

: | | ſentence 


L 1 

ſentence againſt him for his diſobedience, he did 
it in language, which evidences the truth of our 
remark. Duſt thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou 
return, Gen. g. 19.—What a poor creature is 
Man. What is meaner or more deſpicable than 
duſt: and yet we are informed, Job 4. 19. that 
Men dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe foundation is in 
the duſt.— See Alſo, Job 13. 12. your remembran- 
ces are like unto aſhes, your bodies to bodies of clay. 
The very compoſition of our bodies, as being bo- 
dies of clay, {ubjetts us to diffolution. Should 
it be aſked, What is man? we anſwer, man is but 
living duſt; he lives, breathes, and moves in con- 
ſequence of animal life breathed into him by 
. God. He comes into this World to live for a 
time, and when once animal life is taken away, 
{and God alone knows how ſoon that may be the 
caſe with us all,) he is but a lifeleſs lump of clay. 
What a mortifying ſentiment is this to the pride 
of human nature. What is beauty, health, 
ſtrength, or a thouſand ſuch things of which men 
boaſt. Let but animal life be ſuſpended, and 
all that can be faid is, There lies a lump of clay! 


3. We have always before us proofs of the 
truth of our remark that we muſt die. Viſit the 

_ repoſitories of the dead, and there learn the mor- 
tality of man. Liſten to the ſound of the paſſing 
Bell, and methinks you will hear it ſay every 
time it tolls: another of- your fellow creatures 
is gone to their long home: the foul has taken 
its flight to unknown worlds, and the body lies 
in a ſtate of total inaftivity. Obſerve your fel- 
low creatures carried before your eyes to the 
grave, the houſe appointed for. all lroing. And 
let this teach you that all fleſh is graſs, and _ 
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all the goodlineſs' of man is as the flower of the 
field, which ſoon withers and decays... Ever re- 
membering that your fellow mortals will ſoon do 
the office for you, that you ſee them doing for 
others. N 1 1 Ko 


4. The appointment and decree. of heaven 
proves that we muſt die. It is appointed unto men 
once to die. (g) We muſt needs die. (hk) God has 
ſo . enter it, and therefore it muſt be. This 
is a decree that has been executed upon Adam 
and every one of his deſcendants, except Enoch 
and Elijah. The former was tranſlated that he 
ſhould not ſee death, and the latter was taken up 
into Heaven, body and ſoul together in a chariot 
of fire. But with reſpett to all the reſt of Adam's 
race, they muſt all die, or undergo a change e- 
quivalent to death, fee 1 Cor. 15. 51.—None can 
eſcape the execution of this ſtroke, becauſe it 
requires a power greater than God's power to 
ſet his decrees aſide. Tg 


- Theſe things I think evidently prove the cer- 
tainty of death. att 5 


Before J diſmiſs this particular, 1 ſhall juſt 
hint at ſome of its ſolemn and important conſe- 
quences ; but will more particularly ſpeak of 
them towards the cloſe of this diſcourſe. 
At death we are ſeparated from all our ſocial 
connections. Death makes a great breach in a 
family. - It tears away the Huſband from' the 
Wife, and the Wife from the Huſband : the Pa- 
rents from the Children, and the Children my 
8 7 "the 
. g Heb. 9. 27. b 2 Sam, 14. 14. 
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the the Parents. It diſſolves the ſtrongeſt and ten- 
re- dereſt ties. It ſpares no age nor ſex. When 
n do once the ſummons comes, we go and leave our 

for friends behind us to lament our departure: ve 


leave behind us every thing that was near and 
dear to us, and leave them behind we muſt; for 


wen we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain 
nen we can carry nothing out. (i) | 

| has Bs ns 5 

This 9 755 At death the ſoul and body are ſepa- 
dam rated from each other, and will remain in that 
noch | Rate of ſeparation till the general ReſurreQion. 
ad he Death is ſaid in Scripture to be à taking away the 
n up foul :a requiring the foul ; @ diſſolving the earthly 
ariot houſe of this tabernacle : a being unclothed: a being 
am's abſent from the body: ſee Job 27. 8.— Luke 12: 
ge e- 20.—2 Cor. 5. 1. 4. 8.— This ſeparation is both 
can painful and pleaſing. Tis painful to the wicked, 
ſe it as it is a ſeparation to miſery, which at death is 


r to their portion. But tis pleaſing to the righteous, 
| as their fouls are then happy. But the pain of 
the one, and the pleaſure of the other, will not 
cer- be complete till the reunion of ſoul and body, 
which will aſſuredly take place at the great Re- 
4 ſurreAtion of all at the laſt Day. | 

| juſt 8 | 
wa | Further: At death our ſouls ſtand at the dread 
k of Tribunal of the moſt High. After Death follows 
Judgment. Tis impoſſible to conceive the ſpeed 


. of the ſoul to the judgment ſeat, when death has 
ſocial executed his commiſſion. O what a ſolemn 
1 in a thought is this! To ſtand before God, the 
1 the Judge of all; that God who fearches the heart, 
e Pa- and tries the reins; from whom nothing can be 
from hid becauſe he is Omniſcient and Omnipreſent; 
the | | 


B 2 and 
i 1 Tim. 6. 7. ® 


— 
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who has declared that he will render to every man 
according to his works, And this will very ſoon 
be the caſe with us all: for as St. Paul ſays, we 
muſt all ftand before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, 
that every one may receive the things done in the body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. (j) As to the conſequences of this Judg- 
ment which follows death; we are either wel- 
comed into the bliſsful regions of everlaſting 
Glory, or ſentenced to the doleful abodes of 
everlaſting Darkneſs and Deſpair, With reſpe& 
to the . righteous at death; a convoy of Hol 
Angels conducts them to the throne ol Cod. 
where they ſtand acquitted from all crimes and 


charges through the merits. of their bleſſed Re- 


deemer, and they are admitted to that happineſs 
which they have been thirſting after, and b 
divine grace preparing for. A happineſs, whi 
conſiſts in a perfect ſight of God, a perfect like- 
neſs to God, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of 
bim. Which happineſs is increaſed by this 
puleaſing circumſtance that it is eternal, ſee 
1 The 4. 17. e ee 


But with reſpe& to the wicked at death, they 
are deſtitute of this bleſſed convoy; their ſouls 
are hurried to the dread Tribunal however un- 
willing, all their ſins brought to view, Infernal 
Spirits are ready to be the executioners of God's 
Juſtice, and as ſoon as the awful fentence is 
pronounced by an angry God, they drag them 
down to the flames of Hell, where they are ſhut 
up in unſpeakable Torments; which are increaſ- 
ed by this conſideration that they are eternal. 
For our Lord himſelf ſays, when ef on 
10 | | | n 
j 8 Cor. 5g. 40» 


* 
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Hell torments, there the Worm diet not, and the 
fire is not quenched, Mark 9. 48. compared with 
„„ 
Having conſider'd the certainty of death, and 
juſt hinted ſomething reſpetting its conſequences, 
1 now proceed to my next remark; Which is, 


II. That we muſt all die in a very little time. 

Death is not only certain but alſo very near to 
us all. --What is our life ? it is even a vapour that 
appeareth' for a liitle time, and then uaniſhetnᷣ 
away. (4). There is nothing more common than 
for men to acknowledge the certainty of death, 
and at the ſame time to demonſtrate by their 
actions, that they think it at a great: diſtance. 


How many are chere in the world who with the 


rich man in the Goſpel, are counting of many 
years yet to come, (1) when for aught they know, 
the decree may be gone forth concerning them, 
this year thou ſhalt die, (n) or which is more a- 
ful ſtill ; how fool, this night thy ſoul ſhall be reguired 
, thee. (n) The truth of this obſervation may 
be proved from theſe two conſideration 


1. Let us attend to the ſcriptural accounts of 
the life of man. Before the food the lives of 
men were. lengthened out to very old age indeed. 
Many of them lived to run out ſeveral hundreds 
of years; the oldeſt of them lived nine hundred 
and ſixty nine years, but, O mortifying conſidera- 
tion! tis added, and he died. (o) This to us 
appears long life indeed, who don't hear of one 
James 4. 14. 1 Luke 13. 19. m Jer. 28. 16. 
z Luke 12. 20. o Gen. 5. 27. 


* 


days or months at moſt, ſo 
away and we are gone. 
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in ten thouſand that lives to the age of one hun- 
dred. But were we to live as long as they, what 
is nine hundred years, or even nine hundred 
times that number, when compared with eternity. 
Tis but like a drop of water to the vaſt ocean, 


tis but like a grain of ſand to the whole earth, 


tis but like a moment to ten thouſand ages: nay, 
tis infinitely leſs than theſe, and the cqmpariſons 
themſelves are totally loſt, when we conſider 


what is contain'd in eternity. | | 


After the flood the lives of men were conſi- 
derably ſhortened, Gen. 6: 3.—The utmoſt 
length of human life in general, is now, about 
threeſcore years and ten, (p) ſome indeed reach 


fourſcore years, and now and then a fellow mor- 
tal lives to ninety or an hundred, but this is very 


ſeldom the caſe. Sixty or ſeventy years is the 
utmoſt ſtretch of human life now; and what 
multitudes are there that never attain this. And 


what is threeſcore years and ten: tis nothing, 


eſpecially when it is paſt. * 


We find Job reckoning human life not by 
years, but by Months and even by Days, Job 
14. 1. 5. 6.— And good reaſon he had ſo to reck- 


on them. When we look back upon our lives 
at their utmoſt length, they 9 0 but as a few 


n do they paſs 
By conſulting the language of Dovid, we find 


an account of the life of man, even yet more 


| humbling to the pride of human nature. Let 
+ us Examine it, Behold ſays he, thou haſt made my 


| days 
5 Pſalm go, 10, 


1 


days as an hand-breadth ; and mine age is as nothing 


before thee : verily every man at his beſt ſtate is alto- 
gether vanity. (q) Here my friends, contemplate 
the true picture of human life. Do you enquire 
reſpecting the days or age of man? His days 
are as . not a yard or an ell, 
but only the breadth of four fingers. So true 
are the words of the Poet: 


A Span is all that we can boaſt, 


«An Inch or two of time.” 


Do you enquire what is man? The Pſalmiſt 

ſays he is vanity ; not only vain, but vanity itſelf, 
yea he is altogether vanity, nothing elſe hat Va- 
nity. He adds, that man is fo at his beſt ſtate, 
in the meridian of life; and this is not only the 
caſe of a fe- invalids, but it is the caſe of every 
man, rich and poor, young and old, bond and 
free; ſo that we may add with the poet afore- 
cited: | 

« Man is but vanity and duſt 
6 In all his flower and prime.“ 


2. This may be proved by conſidering ſome 


things to which man's life is compared in ſcrip- 


ture. 


Job compares his days to a Poſt. r) Nothing 
m 


es greater ſpeed than. this; it haſtens night 


and day to its deſtined place : it will wait for 
nothing nor admit of any interruption. - 


The ſame good man compares them to ſwift 

kips, (s) or ſhips of deſire. Even to ſhips that 
C2 are 
q Plalm 39. 5. 7 Job 9. 25. 5 verſe 26. 


C06 — — —-— o—__ So — — 


F is 1 


ate int fuli ad and have à fair Wind, Which are 


making all poſſible ſpeed to their deſtined haven. 


In another place we find him compating them 
to u Meaver shuttle, (t) and what can paſs away 


ſwifter than this; tis no ſooner out of one hand 


than it reaches the other: and yet ſays he, my 
days are even ſwifter than this; they paſs away 
with greater velocity than a Weaver's ſhuttle 
paſſes through the Web. | 


In other place we find him comparing hu- 
man life to a Mower; which looks beautiful for a 
time, but ſoon loſes its beauty, verdure, and fra- 


grance, and is cut down and fades away. (u) 
What a ſtriking compariſon is this! How beau- 
tiful do flowers appear for a time: but alas! there 


comes a ſcorching ſun, or a nipping froſt, and 


they are cut off. So it is with the life of man. 


In the ſame verſe he compares it to a Shadow, 
which quickly flees away, ſee alſo 1 Chron. 29. 15. 
Shadows generally come quick and often as quick- 
ly depart. Some, ſhadows indeed continue 
longer than others, but the longeſt of them are 
ſoon gone. So it is with the life of man. Ob- 
ſerve 'tis ſhadow, all ſhadow, and may be juſtly 
ſo called when compared with eternity. | 


Once more : We find man's life compared'to 


are awaked again, how ſhort the interval ſeems, 
yea it ſeems to be nothing. And how ſtriking 
the compariſon muſt appear when we conſider, 

e © Wa | that 


4 Job 7. 6. 1 Chap. 14. 2, 1 Pfalm 90. Ge. 


2 Sleep. (w) When we have been aſleep and 


Death and Judgment. 
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that the generality of mankind are ſleeping away 
the preſent life; and are never awakened from 
their pleaſing dream, till they are awakened by 


* 


TE: Theſe compariſons will, I think, prove that 


we mult all die in a very little time. But the 
truth of this obſervation will alſo appear, if we 
conſider it as applicable to the ſeveral ages of 
mankind. And here = | 1 


i Let us conſider it, as | applicable to old age. 
Hoary hairs are a ſure, indication of a ſpeedy 
change. It may be truly ſaid of ſuch perſons, 


there is but. a ſiep between them and death. (x) 


Then is the time that men will, (if ever they do,) 
count.the remainder of life by days. It 1s the 


height of folly and madneſs for thoſe who have : 

one foot in the grave and the other ſcarcely out, 
to be laying plans and ſchemes, and to count on 

a long continuance here. Let ſuch perſons fre- 


quently recollett the language of good old Iſaac, 
and ſay,” Behold, now I am old, I know not the day 
of my death, (y) and ſeeing this is the cafe, I will 


look for it every day: yea, all the days of my ahb. 


pointed time will I wait till my change come. (z) 


2. Let us conſider it as applicable to thoſe who 
are in the prime of life. How many are there that 
are cut off at this time of life: obſervation convin- 
ces us with reſpect to many, that their ſun goes down 


while it is yet day. (a) Death makes no diſtincti- 
on, it does not always ſtay for age, but takes off 


the man of buſineſs in the prime of life, and in 


the full purſuit of worldly riches and enjoyments. 
C 


| . SO 
4 Sam. 20. 3. Gen. 27. 2. 2 Job 44. 14+ 4 Jer. 15.9. 
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So eminentiy true is that ſaying, that in the 
midſt of life we are in death. But the 'obferva- 


\ 3: To. thoſe who are juſt grown up to years 
of underſtanding, 'and'#re'in the full vigoùr of 
youth. Theſe em to bid fair for a long con- 
tindance. They ate full of life and vivaeity, or 
as it is worded in the b6bk of Job, they ure in 
their full ſlrength, their breaſts are full of mill, and 


their bones are moiſtened with marrow. (b) But are 
theſe pleaſing proſpetts df long life an) certain 
proofs of it? Rlas no. How öften is it ſeen 


that Death” comes up into bur windows, and enters 
into our palaces ; to tut bf the children from without 
| dei . yl e 5 Xp 
and the Joung men froth the ſtreets. (e) How often 
do we ſee Patents following their once hopeful 


| offspring to their long Homes, and their own grey 


hairs,” 00 conſequente of being "deprived 
them) brought down with ſorrow to the grave. 
Fee 
5 


4. This obſervation may be applied to In- 
fancy. Many, very many there tare that juſt 
take a peep at the world and they are gone. 
Some live a few months, others perhaps two or 


three years and they are gone. Death executes 


his commiſſion alike kipon the Infant of days, 
and the Sinner that is an hundred years old. 


Now lay all theſe things together, and I think 


you will find the truth of our remark fully pro- 


— 


ved, viz. That we muſt all die in a very little 


time. But this brings us to our next remark, viz. 


. 


Job al, 39.24. Jer. 9. #1. 
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III. That, our principal care and concern 
ſhould be to be ready for the 3 of death. 


This is the advice of our bleſſed Lord and 
Maſter. Hear his own language. Be ge 40/0 
ready 3. for in ſuch an hour as ye thank not, the Son 
Man cometh. (d) If we are all certain of dy- 


ing, and that in a very little time; it ſhould 
certainh be our firſt concern to be ready and 
prepared. Surely it ſhould be conſider d as a 


very. important queſtion : Am I prepared to meet 
the King of terrors? Can I look him in the face 
with pleaſure? Can I welcome his approach? 
Am I fit to appear before God, and is my ſoul 
ſecure in the proſpe& of eternity? Man does 
not die like the brutes, when they die there is 
to them no hereafter : their. ſpirits go downward 


to the earth; but the ſpirit of a man goeth up- 


wards ; (e) goes to God; from him receives its 


final doom, and goes either into everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, or everlaſting miſery. | 


- 


To be ready for death then ſhould be our 


grand concern, 


In attempting to illuſtrate this remark, I ſhall 
confider what will not of itſelf conſtitute us rea- 


dy for death. What is neceſſary thereto, and 
the conſequences of being found at death, either 
prepared or unprepared. | 


Firſt, Let us enquire what will not of itſelf 
conſtitute us ready and prepared for the approach 
of death. 2 | 

FR ey. 2 : = C 2 | | 4» 
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1 
ö 

ö 

ö 

ö 

ö 

1 
g 

1 


% 3 
I — ˙ꝛ— ² [TT y_—__—_—_—_— r= 


—— 


* —— — 
2 = 1 — — — 
— - . 
- — rr 
r 4 


[ 20 J 
1. An outwardly moral and blameleſs life. 


There are multitudes in the world, who (it is to 
be feared,) make a Saviour of their morality, 
and put it in the place of Jeſus Chriſt: But 
alas! this is an awful and dreadful: deception. 
Are there not many, (in one place and another,) 
who are priding themſelves in this? That x4 

have never gone to thoſe lengths in fin which 
others have? That they are not addicted to 
Swearing, Lying, Drunkenneſs, Sabbath-break- 
ing, and a thouſand other vices that abound in 


the world ? that the general tenor of their con- 


duct is blameleſs, and that none can charge them 
with groſs ſins? But if this is the beſt plea men 
have before God, it will be found very defective 
another day. I have been ready ſometimes to 


think, that as many finally periſh by truſting to 


outward uy, as do by living and dying in 
open profaneneſs. I don't mean to decry mo- 


rality, or repreſent it as injurious to mankind : 


would to God there was more morality in the 
world than there is. I only mean to ſay it is a 
ſandy foundation, and will certainly deceive 
thoſe that truſt in it. If you will but be at the 


pains to ſearch the ſcriptures, you will find the 


truth of this ſentiment eſtabliſhed by this grand 
topic of divine revelation. Salvation by Chriſt 
alone.—See Acts 4. 12. Titus 3. 4.5-6. and 
other places. But WR 7 
2. An external reformation from outward and 


4 


grols Sins. | is 85 


This will not of itfelf conſtitute us ready for 
death. There is a wide difference between 
| . reformation 


as]: 


reformation and regeneration: there may be 


often the former where. there is not the latter. 
I fear, many miſtake here; becauſe they are re- 


formed from ſome outward fins they were for- 


merly addicted to, they are ready to conclude 
that they are religious perſons, and are ſure of 
going to heaven when they die. But this as 
well as the former is a very unſafe foundation. 
For there are many that are reformed from ſome 
fins, that live and die total ſtrangers to renewing. 
grace. Beſides, men may be reformed from 


; grofs fins from a variety.of cauſes. As for in- 


ance. | A Drunkard may become ſober, becauſe 
drinking is injurious to his conſtitution, his 
circumſtances, or his credit in the world. A 
Swearer may refrain from profane oaths, becauſe 
others cry ſhame of him, and ſhun his company, 
A Liar may leave off the practice of lying, be- 
cauſe he has been deteQed, and made aſhamed 


of it. A Covetous man may in ſome reſpe&ts 


become liberal, in order to get a good name a- 
mong his fellow creatures. And ſo of other 
vices; men may be reformed from them, not 
becauſe they really hate them, but becauſe they 
are one way or other injurious to them in this 


world ; and becauſe they hope to atone for paſt 


ſins, and procure the favour of God by an out- 
ward reformation. I don't ſay there is no good 
or excellency in a reformed condutt ; but I muſt 
ſay, tis dangerous to truſt in it as the cauſe of 
our admittance into heaven: and that upon the 
ſame principle as I obſerved under the former 
particular ; that there is ſalvation in Chriſt alone. 


3. A ftrig attention'to a round of duties, will 
not of itſelf fit us for death. 8 1 ; 


1 2 7 

1 file 80 Hay reſt here, and at aft find 
themſelves, miferably ' miſtaken. Becauſe they 
are regular and 114 ies in attending places of 
religious worſhip, * eonſtantly over a 
round of duties, 1 think that all is right, and 
that God will reward them at laſt for their ſer- 
vices. But oh! Preadful deception} Fatal 
miſtake! What! do you think that God will 
give you heaven and eternal happineſs, becauſe 
you now and then fay over a few prayers? Be- 
cauſe you go to a „ of religious worſhip 
every Lord's day? Fou may do chis, and yet 
hate God in your hearts: you may do this, and 
8 never worſhip God in ſpirit and truth, nor 

ave the leaſt real love to divine ordinances. 
1 don't with by this, to diſcourage any perſon 
from attending upon religious worſhyp. © God 
forbid! I am glad to fee our public aſſemblies 
crouded; but at the fame time, I wiſh to guard 
vou againſt Cn, in your attendance upon the 
means of 'In them God often reveals 
himfelf to t eon of men, but never * them 
merely | for their EA on OE | 


4. Akts of Charity. 


* Theſe will of themſelves fave no mau. . 


what St. Paul ſays upon this ſubject. Though 


T beſtow all my goods to feed the poor, 2 have not 
Charity, (that is, love to ) it profiteth me 
aalen. 10 Many think, if 0 are benevo- 
lent and liberal of the poor in their life time, 
and when they die leave ſome port of their es 
eſe 


pA perty to charitable or religious uſes, that t 
will atone for their paſt, fins, and be as a key to 
LOL | open 


fa Cor. 19- 3. 


BToRec R235 2 


L981 


open the gate of heaven for their admiſſion. 
But this, like the others, is à fatal miſtakell 
What! my friends, are any of you ſo ſtupid as 
to think that heaven. ig to be purchaſed with 
gold? Will the paltry duſt Fa this world-pro- 
cure you an admittance to everlaſting dias Porn. 
3 hen you have done with dt,| an | 
not it with youf Ah! no. Heaven is 


not to purchaſed at this rate. We are not 
 Hillecined: with (flver and (gold; this is too mean 


a pride. Ads of Charity may beiofrreal beneſit 
and ſervice to others; but will n tuin 
ren en in ene A, 1 f ö 


8. The woſt zealous and-public profeſion of of 


religion "whatever. 


Many think if; wy make. 2 profeſſion i reli- 
gion, and are zealous, for What they call the 
truth:; that all is well with them, and that they 
are in a fair way for heaven. But let ſuch re- 
member, that a profeſſion of religion, and a 
poſſeſſion of its power in the heart, are two 
things. That a man, may have the former, and 
yet be totally void of the latter. It is not ſay- 
ing, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple gf the Lord 
are Wr, that will conſtitute: us. chriſtians, and 
prepare us for death. No, it mult he ſomething 
more than this. It is not eſpouſing the cauſe 
of, orchelonging to this or that particular ſe 
or denomination of: chriſtians, and being zealaus 
for their diſtinguiſhing tenets, that will evidence. _ 
our:chriſtianity. A Man may make a profeſſion 


of attachment to Goſpel truth, and be very zea-. 


lous for it; and yet be found at laſt, in the gall, 
of e my bond 427 acl Once more. 
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1 6. The greateſt head knowledge, gifts, OT abi 
lities of any kind. R ee 90 ene 2439] . 
4 DigquUA OL WOT 1 D397 qe TER » 
A man may have theſe, and yet come ſhort of 
eternal happineſs. Knowledge is of two kinds, 
faving and ſpeculative. The former is ſet forth 
to us in, John 19. 3. where our Lord infotms us, 
that this is life eternal, to know thee; thie only true 
Gad, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent: Who- 
ever has this knowledge, finds it influential with 
reſpect to his heart and life, and ſhall aſſuredly 
find it ſaving at laſt; But the knowledge of 
which I am now ſpeaking, is only ſpeculative; 
it floats in the head, but does not influence the 
heart and life. Now: a. man may have this 
| knowledge in a great degree; he may have 
great gifts and abilities of a religious kind, and 
yet be at laſt diſowned of Jeſus Chriſt. Many, 
(Jays our Lord,) will ſay to me in that day, Lord ! 
Lord Have we not propheſied in thy name, and in 
thy name have caſt out devils, and in thy name have 
done many wonderful works ?' Here appears to 
be great knowledge, gifts, and abilities: But 
were theſe things ſaving? verily they were not. 
Hear what Chriſt will ſay to ſuch. And then will 
I profeſs unto them ; I never knew you: depart from 
me, ye that work iniguity. (g) How? Jeſus Chriſt 
not know them? .Yes, as God he knew them, 
becauſe he is the ſearcher of hearts: () but he 
never approved of them: becauſe, (notwith- 
ſtanding their great knowledge, gifts, and abili- 
ties,) they were workers of iniquity. St. Paul 
intimates, that a man may be even «a preacher of 
the Goſpel to others, and yet himſelf be a caſt-away 
at laſt. (i) Dreadful thought this! 2 
Matt. 7. 22. 93. I Rev. 2. 23+ i 1 Cor. 9. 27 
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lead both miniſters and people to ſelf examina- 
tion. May it lead them to put up that prayer 


of the inſpired Pſalmiſt, Pſalm 139. 23: 24.— 
But T proceed to conſider ee TORO, 


Secondly,” What is neceffary to conſtitute us 


ready and prepared for death. And 


1. It is eſſentially neceſſary that we be recon- 


eiled to God thro' Jeſus Chriſt. 


Reconciliation implies a previous diſagree- 


ment and quarrel. Man is by nature at enmity 
againſt God. He hates God, and will not have 
God to reign over him. What a dreadful ſtate 


is this! but however dreadful it be, it is the real 
ſtate and condition of every man by nature, ſee 


' Rom. 8. 5.—Is it poſſible then for a man in this 


ſtate to meet death with comfort? He may de- 
ceive himſelf with a ſuppoſition that God is 
merciful, that he never made man to make him 
miſerable; and a variety of ſuch deluſive ideas. 
But be affured, O Sinner! that if you are not 
reconciled to God, if the natural enmity of your 
heart is not ſlain by almighty grace, you can 
never die comfortably, never enter happineſs, 
but muſt be excluded with all God's enemies 
from Heaven, and ſentenced to feel his wrath 
for ever in Hell, ſee Pſalm 9. 17.—11. 6.— 


Luke 19. 27. 


2. It is eſſentially neceſſary that we be born 
again of the Holy Spirit. 4 | + 


1 know this doctrine is by many called enthu- 
hafm and madneſs. But if it be ſo, we are 
D 2 


Varranted 
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1 warranted from Scripture to preach it, becauſe 
our Lord himſelf did fo. Let us examine his 
diſcourſe with Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 
John g. g.—Verily, verily, (ſays that great teach- 
er who came from God,) 1 /ay unto. you, except a 
man be born again, he cannot ſee thekingdom gf God. 
The new birth is the work of the Holy Spirit 
upon the heart, and may be known by its happy 
effects. If we are born again nel love God 
and Chriſt; and Religion. We ſhall hate fan, 
and tho' not freed from its in being, we ſhall be 
freed from its dominion. We ſhall love prayer 
and religious exerciſes. We ſhall breathe after 
God, cry for mercy, pant after likeneſs to him, 
and long to be with him, in order that we may 
be perfectly like him. In ſhort, we ſhall find 
what the Apoſtle ſays to be true, that / any man 
be in Chriſt, he is a new creature :.' old things are 
aſt away, and behold, all things are become new. (4) 
Without this change we can never! meet death 
with comfort, or be ready for its approach. 


. We muſt be juſtified b the righteouſneſs 
of Jeſus Chrilt. 55 wy „ 


We can never appear before God with any 
comfort in our own Righteouſneſs. The inſpi- 
red Prophet informs us, that all our Righteouſ- 
neſſes are as filthy rags. (1) They are unable to 
ſtand the teſt of the great day, becauſe.imperſett. 
We muſt have a perfect righteouſneſs to appear 

in before God, or elſe we muſt be bid to depart 
from his preſence. Now as no righteouſneſs of 
ours is perfect; it therefore follows, that we muſt - 
have the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt to clothe * 
80 1 3 x "ſs 
42 Cor. 5. 17. I Ifaiah 64. 6. 
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us, and fereen us from the arrows of divine ven- 
geance. e e 7D 

4. All our fins muſt be pardoned through the 
„ CAR oe PING 


The unpardoned finner can never meet death 
and judgment with pleaſure. If the guilt of fin 
lies upon the conſcience in the preſent life, it 


will prove a burden. But what will it do when 


death ſtares us in the face? it will then pierce us 


through with many ſorrows. Contraſt the death 


of a — and an unpardoned Sinner? 
The former having been by the influences of 

the Holy Spirit, convinced of the evil and dan- 
ger of ſin, he has been led to cry earneſtly for 
pardon; and that God who never ſuffers any to 
ſeek him in fvain, has heard his cry, anſwered 
his prayers, and graciouſly ſpoken to him in ac- 
cents of love; Son, be of good cheer, thy fins be 
forgiven thee. (m) *Tis this, O tis this! that 
makes the proſpe& of death pleaſing, and re- 
moves thoſe dreadful fears we naturally Rave of 
it. Tis this makes the ſoul exulting ay, 


« Bold ſhall I land in that great Day, 
& For who aught to my charge ſhz* lay; 
«© While thro? thy blood abfolv” d I am 


From fins tremendous curſ*;.aqd ſhame.“ 


| P.ippon's Seteftion, Hymn 84. 


But with reſpect to the unpardoned inner, 
when death ſtare- him in the face, (unleſs his 
conſcience be Feared,) his fins ſtare him in the 

N D 2 lace 
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m Matt. g. 2. 


36: 88..] 
face too and make the approach of death for- 
midable and horrid beyond deſcription. But 


* 


5. Repentance towards, God, and faith to- 
wards our Lord ,Jefus Chriſt, are eſſentially 
- neceflary to conſtitute us ready for death. 


Without theſe we can never meet it with 
comfort. Repentance towards God, is very 
different from what many ſuppoſe it to be. 

Some think if they do but now and then cry 
a little for their fins} and fay over a few 15 | 

that they have truly repented, and that all 1s well 
with them. But if I underſtand repentance a- 
right, as ſet forth in the ſcriptures of truth, it 
conſiſts in hearty ſorrowe for lin, as being in it- 
ſelf infinitely evil, and a direct contrariety to 
the holineſs of God, as well as an affront to him; 
it conſiſts in hating all ſin, becauſe it is hateful 
to God, and contrary to his pure and holy law: 
and it is always evidenced by confefſing and for- 

. ſatxng all fin. (n) The genuine penitent dreads 
nothleig ſo much as fin, and pants after nothing 
fo much as deliverance from it. As to faith 
towards or Lord Jeſus Chriſt, this is not mere- 

ly crediting, the report that Jus Chriſt is a 
Saviour, but flying to him for ſalvation, renoun- 

- Cing every other objeR of truſt and dependance, 

and placing all our. dependance upon him, and 
bim only, for preſent and everlaſting ſalvation. 
Without theſe bleſſings ve can never meet death 

with comfort, or enter etCTnal glory: for the 
word of truth declares, that ect we repent, we 
-muſt periſh : (o) and that among thoſe that have 


their part in the lake which burn*th with 1 


n Prov, 28. 13. o Luke 19+ 53 | 
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aud brimſtone, are the unbelieving. ] See alſo 


Mark 16. 16.—0 then my fellow finners, cry! 
earneſtly cry to God for repentance and faith; 


ever remembering that they are gifts which 


come from above. I add in the laſt place, 


6. . This is eſſentially neceſſa- 
ry to meet death with comfort. vali 174d 5 


Unleſs we are ſanctified by the influences of 


the Holy Spirit, we can never enter into Hea- 
ven. For the word of God aſſures us, that 


. without. holineſs, no man. [hall ſee the Lord. (q) 


SanQification conſiſts in the deſtruQtion of the 
reigning power and dominion of fin, in the mor- 
tification of every fin, in a love to the law of 


| God, as Holy, Juſt, and Good, in a conduct and 


converſation confiſtent with the goſpel of Chriſt, - 
and in a conformity to the likeneſs of God. 


Sandtification is as neceſſary to give us a meet- 


neſs for Heaven, as Juſtification is to give us a 
title to it. We find them joined together in 


the word of God, ſee 1 Cor. 6. 11. and the 


chriſtians. experience agrees with it. Unleſs 
therefore, we are ſanctified we can never be glo- 
rified : for the language of the ſacred oracles 
declares, - that there ſhall in no wiſe enter into the 
new Feruſalem, any thing that defileth, neither 
whatſoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie. (r) 
If it was poſſible for an unſanctified ſinner to go 
to Heaven, he could not reliſh the enjoyments 
and employments of that holy place. becauſe he 
is deſtitute of thoſe diſpoſitions which are eſſen- 
tially neceſſary thereto. He could not 2 

e ? Cod 


| 5 Rev. 21. 8. 7 Heb. 12. 14. 7 Rev. 21. 27. 
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God, vor praiſe him, as thoſe do that are ad- 
mitted there ; he could not delight in, nay, he 
would be diſgufted at that purity: and holineſs 
which reigns there, and conſequently would 
ſoon be excluded from thence. An unſanQified 
ſinner, (dying ſo,) is only fit to aſſociate with- 
Devils a nd damned Bpivits aps ever. 1 Wes 


Thirdly, The conſequences of being "found 


at death either prepared or 50 oe > ret 


Theſe I juſt hinted at before, mad would here 
add the fol lowing ideas. 


1. As to thoſe that are at death prepared i in 


the ſenſes, I have — 


Death will meet thee: as a friend, and come 


diſarmed of his ſting. ' Many good men have 
been afraid of death, yea, they have all their life 
time been ſubjeft to edge 

But their fears are | ark r Jeſus Chriſt - 


, thr ROS. 


has taken away the ſting of death, ſo that it can 
never really hurt any of his people. Die they 
muſt : but tis only to them the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death ; and however it ay now terrify 
them at times, they ſhall at laſt ſhout victory, 
2 h jeſus Chriſt, and unite with the inſpired 
— and ſay, 0 death ! where is thy ſti 


| 185 
0 mane] where ts 1 victory thanks be unto God, 


whach giveth us the ww, through our Lord Jeſus 


Chrift. (s) 


| Again: f At teach they are freed 1 all 


troubles 
s 1 Cor. 15. 55. 57 
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fees through ag 
I Vas his delight while in this world, co wait up- 


| J 31 J 5 
troubles, from all corruptions and infirmities, 
and from their preſent ſtate of diſtance. Death 

uts a period to all the troubles of life, they 


on't. follow them beyond the grave; for there 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the wear 

be at reſi. (t) Good men may be ſaid at death 
to be reed from the miſeries of this ſinful life. 


At death they are alſo freed from all their cor- 
ruptions and infirmities. The leproſy. of ſin 


vill cleave to. us as long as we are in this earthly 


tabernacle; but when, that is pulled down by 


death, we are freed from it for ever. Then the 


believer will no more complain of thoſe evils, 
which gave him pain and uneaſineſs while be was 
here. He will no more have to lament; an hard 
heart, an heart of unbelief, pride, diſinclination 


to duties, and a thouſand other evils that he 
feels within. At death he js alſo freed from his 


preſent ſtate of diſtance, for being abſent from 
the body, he is preſent with the Lord. (u) He now 
5. darkly, hut then face to face. (u) 


on God in his ordinances, but what pleaſure 


muſt it be to appear before God qhereafter in his 


houſe above; then ſhall he find fulfilled in its 


utmoſt extent, that promiſe, Matt. 5. 8.—Bleſſed 
are the pure in heart, for they fhall ſer God. . © 


An At death they. Went flandiacquited: 


from all crimes and charges through the merits 


and „ W09IrR of their dear Redeemer. 


Having by faith been enabled to flee to him for 


refuge, as the hope ſet before them in the goſpel, 
being waſtfed: from their fins in his blood, and 


clothed with his perfect righteouſneſs; Who ſhah 
Job 3. 17. u 2 Cor. 5. 8. wa Cor. 13-12, 4 
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lay any thing to their charge? It is God that juſti- 
ell, Who is lie that condemntth ? It is Chriſi that 
died, yea, rather that is riſen again, uo is even at 
the right hand / God, who alſo 'maketh interceſſion. 
TS OO eee 

Once more: At death they enter into hap- 
ineſs beyond deſcription and without end. 

o attempt to deſcribe Heaven, would be as 
abſurd; as for a blind man to attempt to deſcribe 
the ſtature, proportion, and features of a perſon 


| he never could fee. All that we are capable of 


knowing of it here is, that it is a ſtate of com- 
plete happineſs, perfect pleaſure, unſpotted pu- 
= and uninterrupted joy. Into this ſtate all 
believers enter when they die; and though they 
enjoy it but in part till the Reſurrection, then 
they ſhall enjoy it completely, without inter- 
ruption, and without end. | * 


Theſe are ſome of the happy conſequences of 
being prepared for death. Let us now notice 
„„ 3 vp 3 1 


2. The "awful ſtate of thoſe that are not pre- 


End here I would obſerve that death always 
comes to them as an enemy, and armed with a 
dreadful "ſting. That which puts a — — 
death to wicked men, is the guilt of unpardoned 
_ fin. Then the remembrance of paſt ſins, unfor- 
given and unſubdued, loved and greedily puſued, 
will make death terrible. Such will be ready 
when death makes his approach, to cry out in 
the language of wicked Ahab, to one of the 

Fn F Lord's 
x Rom. 8. 33. 34. 2 
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_ enemy? ( 
- intereſt 
blood, clothed with his righteouſneſs, and renew- 


means of knowledge afforded you, 
' be ſhut up in everlaſting 2 pair, 
2. 20. 


11 


Yes, O ſinner, if thou haſt not an 
n Chriſt, if thou art not waſhed in his 


| Lord's 0 Yer haſt thou found me, O- mine 


ed by his ſpirit, death will meet thee as an 
enemy, and a terrible enemy he will be to thee 


indeed. But, 


Death will alſo cut off all the vain hopes and 
expectations of the ſinner. Ah! you, who are 


_ vainly hoping for ſalvation while you love ſin: 


you who are reſting on the abſolute mercy of 
God, without an eye to the mediation of Jefus 


Chriſt : you who are depending upon future re- 


pentance, on your own good works, on your 
duties, or on any thing but Chriſt alone; if you 
are not changed and born again of the Holy 


Spirit, you will find thoſe awful words verified 


to you, Prov. 11. 7. When à wicked man dicth, 


has expeflation ſhall periſh: and the hope of unjuſt 


men perifheth; ſee alſo Job 27. 8.— Don't enter- 
tain a fond conceit that you are not wicked, 


becauſe you have not gone to thoſe lengths of 


fin that others have; but be aſſured that if you 
are not born again, this is your real charader. 


The ſcriptures diſtinguiſh all the World into the 


characters of righteous and wicked. 


Again: Death will ſend you away for ever 
from all the means of -grace. No- longer will 
you have ſabbaths, and opportunities of hearing 
the word of God; no longer will 2 have the 

ut ſeparated 
from the ſociety of the — you will be 


At 


. 


a 


24 The conſequence of this will be, 5 you. vill 
be ſhut up in Hell. But what language can ſet 

forth the horror of your, doom. 1 

are capable of knowing any ching reſpeſting it, 


r as; We 


we may ſay, it conſiſts in an everlaſting ſeparati- 


on from God, and happineſs, 1 in having Devils 


for companions and tormentors, in feeling. the 


wrath of God, and being under an abſolute im- 


poſſibility of ever = delivered therefrom. - 


1 Oo Sinner! remember, It is a fearful Au. to * 
6 into the hands of the living God. (a)- 
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IMPROVEMENT. 
1 oe death certain J then tet us lekrn the un- 


certainty and precariouſneſs of all our enjoy- 


ments. Every thing we enjoy, is uncertain in 


its ſtay. Do we enjoy riches, they are uncer- 

5 tain, and we muſt ſoon leave them. Do we en- 

, {joy health, how ſoon may the blooming: cheek 
c 


ome pale by the icy — of death. Tee 


Ve dear friends and re tives, they 


OY „Ae bu hon Er borowed now, 
| To be * 


. Whatever 
2 Matt, 25. 41. 4 . 31. 


t 


atever 


* 
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Whatever we enjoy here i in this dying world, 
is 52 uncertain, and we may ſoon be de rived 
of it. The neareſt and deareſt ties of fleth and 
blood muſt be diſſolved. How ſuitable then the 
advice of the Apoſtle. Brethren, ſays he, the 
time is ſhort, it remaineth that both they that have 
Wives, be as though they had' none'; and they that 
weep, as though they w hy ol not'; and they that rejoices 
as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as 
though ey 55 15 not; and they- ” that uſe this 


World, as not a it: yy "The ta ion of this 
World paſſeth. away. 50 fe 2 5.4 


2. If death is hn let this teach us the fol- 
ly of putting off the thoughts of it. And yet 
is not this the caſe with multitudes? To talk to 
many that are in the bloom of youth, and in the 
full vigour of health and ſtrength ; reſpecting the 


_ certainty and nearneſs of death, would be almoſt 


like talking to the wind; they would be ready to 
fay as Felix did to Paul, go thy way for this time, 


| when I have a convenient ſeaſon I will call for 


thee. (c) If you diſcourſe on the fame ſubjett _ 
with many that are in the prime of life, they will 

be too apt to fay, when I have finiſhed ſuch a 
buſineſs and executed ſuch a ſcheme, then I will 
think of death, and prepare for it. And are 
there not many who are advanced in life, on 


N heads time has fhed its ſilver froſt, who 


ting the evil day far from them 3 may it 
— e ſaid of ſuch, 


6e Tho! their heads, their thoughts and aims are green 
6 Like 45 — d Clocks, whoſe — and bell diſſent; - 
« Folly hog fix, while nature points at twelve,” 


E2 
þ 1 Cor, 7. 29- 30. 31. c Acts 24. 25s 


Lore. 


* 


. 
Is it not highly abſurd to put off the thoughts 


of death, when we conſider that no age is exemp- 
ted from its ſtroke, and that ſome of all ages are 


. 


- 


conſtantly going to their long homes. 


g. We ſhould be concerned to have our 
temporal affairs ordered in ſuch a manner, 

that when death comes we may have noting 
to do but to die. Neglect of this in a, time o 
health, expoſes many perſons to great incon- 
venience in a time of fickneſs and death. 
Death is the moſt ſolemn thing in the world ; 
and when we come to conflict with this King 
of Terrors, we need not be troubled with tem- 
poral concerns. Let us then ſeriouſly attend 
to the advice in our text, let us ſettle our tem- 
poral affairs while we are in health; and thus 
fet our Houſes in order: knowing that we muſt die, 
and not live. I cloſe this particular with the 
words of the pious Mr. HENRNY on the text: 
Our being ready for death, will make it come never 
« the ſooner but much the eaſier,” | 


4. Let us improve the ſubject in a way of 
inquiry, whether we are prepared for this great 
and ſolemn change. This is an inquiry of great 
weight , and moment. Remember, my friends, 
(as we have before obſerved,) it is not outward 
morality, mere reformation, a ſtrict attention 
to a round of duties, acts of charity, a profeſſion 
of religion, or the greateſt knowledge, gifts, 
and abilities of any kind, that will of them- 
ſelves prepare us for death. No, we muſt be 
reconciled to God, we muſt be born again, 
we muſt be juſtified by Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
and pardoned through his blood, we muſt-have 
| - © repentance 


UAnce 


light, 


All his Providences are directed and ordered 


I 7 I 


repentance and faith, and be ſanctified by the 
Holy Spirit; for without theſe things, death 
will be terrible indeed. Examine therefore 
our own hearts. Search the word of God; 
bales of felf deception, and earneſtly cry to 
God for mercy to pardon your fins; for grace 
to ſanQtify your ſouls, and give you a 
meetneſs * the inheritance of the Saints in 


5. Let not thoſe who ſurvive deceaſed 
friends and relatives, murmur or think hard 
of divine diſpenſations. Perhaps the follow- 

ing conſiderations may adminiſter ſome comfort 


to my mourning friends. 


Remember. that God is a Sovereign, and 
has an undoubted right to do as he pleaſes. 
If. we have all our comforts from God, and 
are dependant upon him for their continu- 
ance ; ſurely he has a right to take them away 
when he 'pleaſes. The language of every 
bereaving providence is, be ſtill, and ' know that 
Jam God. (d) | 3 


Remember the kind and gracious character 
of God as repreſented in his Word, à father 
of the fatherleſs, and a Fudge of the widow is 
God, in his holy habitation. (e) May the ſur- 
viving relative, of our deceaſed friend, feel 
the comfort of that advice given by the prophet, 
let thy widows truſt in me. (f) 


Remember that God can do nothing wrong. 


by 
d Pla. 46, 10, e Pſa. 68. 3. f Jer. 49. 11. 


bx inſinite wiſdom, 3 clouds and dark- 
ni are . about Him, yet 7: e 177 

he, habitation v0 * th . 
We m — ſay, reſpecting e diſpenſa 
_ 74 abe Fee chat he cle is, 
is righ 


Remember that all diſpenſations of divine 
providence ſhall work together for the goo! 
of God's people; adverſe as well as proſperous. 
| Rom. 8. 28.—We may perhaps be unable now 
to ſee how this can be; but, O chriſtian! 're- 
member the words {of your dear Saviour, and 
may they adminiſter laſting conſolation to 
| your diſtreſſed mind. What I do, thou know- 

| of not now, but thou ſhalt know hereafter. ). 


* alfo, that if God takes away one 

comfort, he can give another ; and he will give 
it, if it be for his glory and our real good. 
See this eminently exemplified in the caſe of 
"ork ; God ſtripped him of all his earthly com- 

rts almoſt all at once, and permitted him to 
be ſorely harrafſed by Satan too ; but it was 
for his good, and God s glory ; and in the end 

we find that God reſtored his comforts and 
* increaſed. them dee alſo Pſalm 84. 11. 


6 and laſtly. Let the certainty and nearneſs 
of death, animate chriſtians to diligence and 
activity in religion, that they may at laſt finiſh 
their courſe with joy. Be diligent in all the 
duties of religion. See to it that your lamps 
be-trimmed, and burn bright; that when the 
| bridegroom cometh, ye may receive from him 


a 
| 8 ür. y.. John 13+ 7+ | | 


calling and election ſure ; for rf ye do theſe 
mmiſtered unto you abundantly, into the 2 


L801 


a Crown of Glory, and be welcomed into the 


joy of your Lord. Bleſſed is that ſervant, whom 


Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing. (i) 


I ſhall cloſe all with the words of the inſpired 
Apoſtle Peter, 2 Epiſtle 1. 10. 11.—Wherefore 
the rather brethren, give diligence to make 


% 


ye ſhall never fall. For ſo an entrance ſhall 


kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Feſus C * | 
God grant this may be the happy caſe with 
us all! Amen. 1 5 


i Matt. 24+ 46. 


